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Robert Powelson
President & CEO, NAWC

 Former FERC Commissioner 

 Former PA PUC Chair

 Former NARUC President

 Former Chair, NARUC Water 
Committee

Who is NAWC?
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Emergency 
Preparedness

Affordability

Cybersecurity

Water Quality

Combatting Forever 
Chemicals (PFAS/PFOA)

NAWC Priorities



Source:
NOAA National 
Centers for 
Environmental 
Information 
(NCEI)

Emergency Preparedness is Crucial for Utilities



Infrastructure Needs 2016 - 2025 
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All water utility customers pay taxes, and so all customers should benefit from federal grants under the SRF program.

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) Parity Act



H.R. 1267: PFAS CERCLA Liability 
Exemption for Passive Receiver 
Water and Wastewater Systems:
Bipartisan legislation that would 
provide liability protections for water 
utilities to ensure that polluters, not 
passive receivers, pay for PFAS 
Superfund site cleanup

Focus on Water Quality - PFAS



By Rob Powelson, NAWC

Cybersecurity



Low Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP)
LIHWAP was the first-ever federal water assistance program to help 
meet unmet water needs across the country by helping low-income 
households pay for their water and wastewater bills.

LIHWAP benefitted households with the lowest incomes, and who paid a high proportion of 
income for drinking water or were facing water disconnection. This includes:

Who benefitted program the program?

Introduced July 23, 2025 by Representative Sorensen (D-IL-17) before the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure and Energy and Commerce Committees 
to authorize the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program.

LIHWAP Bill



Future Challenges to Consider



Stay in the KnowStay in the Know

• Week in Water

• Education & Engagement 
Opportunities

• Water Summit – 
September 29-October 1
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ROBERT F. POWELSON
President and CEO

rfp@nawc.com
610.241.5876

VISIT
www.nawc.org

@NAWCH2O

Questions? 
Please reach out
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